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KEY SDLC INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (“IP”) ISSUES
o SDLC Trademarks

o What are they?  Where are they?  How can members use them?

o Patents Covering SDL

o How do we prevent patent litigation and licensing fees?

o Copyrights (Open Source Software)

o What are the applicable licenses and how do we comply with them?

o Privacy

o What does the SDLC do to protect privacy rights?
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SDLC TRADEMARKS
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SDLC TRADEMARKS
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SDLC TRADEMARK USAGE GUIDELINES

NOTE: Non-members are not licensed to use 
SDLC trademarks.  (But members may brand 
their products sold to non-member customers.)
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WHERE TO FIND THESE MARKS & GUIDELINES

6



COPYRIGHTS:
OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE
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SDL IS A “PERMISSIVE” OPEN SOURCE PROJECT
o The current SDL code base is subject to several “permissive” open source licenses:

o BSD, MIT, Apache 2.0, JSON, etc.  

o These licenses are generally accepted for commercial applications; they are relatively easy to comply with.

o Future contributions to the SDL code base will be considered under:

o No license

o BSD, MIT, Apache 2.0, Boost, JSON

o Pursuant to the Contributor License Agreement (“CLA”)

o SDLC-owned code (code not subject to third-party license) is licensed-out pursuant to the BSD 
license.

o No “copyleft” or “restrictive” code in the current SDL codebase

o No GPL v2/3, LGPL v2/3, AGPL
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WHERE TO FIND THE CONTRIBUTOR LICENSE AGREEMENT (“CLA”)?

▸Each SDL repository includes 
a “Contributing” document.

▸Links to the CLA
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SDL ADOPTERS MUST COMPLY WITH OPEN SOURCE LICENSE OBLIGATIONS

o To distribute SDL code (and any open source software) to others, you must comply 
with the applicable license terms.

o The “permissive” licenses which cover the SDL code is licensed have common 
requirements that are relatively easy to comply with (for unmodified SDL code).

o When you distribute the code:

o Give notice of the presence of the particular open source in the code

o Provide a copy of the applicable license

o Provide (or make available) a copy of the open source code

o Leave intact any existing license or copyright information
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COMPLIANCE MEASURES WILL VARY IN THE SUPPLY CHAIN
o App developer or software supplier:

o Disclose in the code or application itself, or 

o Associated disclosure document

o Head Unit Supplier:

o Embed the required notification and license text in the HMI menu

o Similar to Android or iPhone

o OEM:

o Embedded license disclosure in head unit HMI

o Printed notification & license terms

o In all cases, the open source code itself is available on Github as part of the SDL project.
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HOW TO DETERMINE WHICH LICENSES APPLY TO WHICH CODE

o GitHub provides, for each SDL code repository:

o SDLC license terms (BSD)

o Any applicable third-party license terms

o You need to comply with the license terms corresponding to 
only the code you distribute to your customers.

o You do not need to comply with licenses for SDL code that you 
download but do not distribute.
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SDLC PATENT POLICY
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PATENTS AND SDLC

o How to address member patents which may 
cover an implementation of SDL?

o Patents members have before joining 
SDLC

o Patents members obtain after joining 
SDLC

o The SDLC IP Policy strikes a balance between 
Members’ intellectual property rights, and the 
adoption of SDL as an industry standard.
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GOVERNING DOCUMENT: THE SDLC “IP POLICY”
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OBJECTIVE: PROMOTE ADOPTION; PREVENT LITIGATION AND LICENSE FEES

o Litigation, and IP license fees, can be a significant impediment to the adoption of a 
standard.

o The SDLC IP Policy is architected similar to that of the Bluetooth standard.

o Members license their relevant patents and copyrights to other members (solely for 
implementing SDL), and covenant not to assert those patents and copyrights 
against SDL technology in member products.

o Members retain their right to enforce all of their patents and copyrights (against 
anyone) for non-SDL technology.

o NOTE: Neither the SDLC, nor its members, can prevent a non-member from enforcing 
patents against implementation of SDL. 16



MEMBERS PROVIDE THE MOST LIMITED LICENSE NECESSARY TO PERMIT 
ADOPTION AND USE OF SDL
o The scope of a Member’s patent license to the SDLC is defined at the time the 

member joins the SDLC.

o The license is limited to “SDL Compliant Technology” implemented in 
Members’ products:

o Final SDL Specifications and/or SDL Software

o Approved by the SDLC Board of Directors or Steering Committee for 
adoption

o License does not extend beyond SDL Compliant Technology

o Members can freely enforce their patents outside of SDL Compliant 
Technology 
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MEMBERS MAY TERMINATE THEIR PATENT LICENSE BEFORE 
FUTURE/PROPOSED ADDITIONS TO THE CODE

o If, after joining the SDLC, a member feels that draft/proposed specifications or 
software are expanding or diverging into new subject matter that member 
does not want to license:

o Member can terminate membership before the SDLC Board or Steering 
Committee adopts the draft/proposed SDL specifications or software.

o This terminates the Member’s patent license on a go-forward basis.

o Previously-adopted specifications and software remain licensed.

o Because the draft/proposed specifications or software were not adopted at the 
time the member withdrew from SDLC, that member did not license them.
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PRIVACY & SDLC
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SDLC PRIVACY POLICY
▸https://www.smartdevicelink.com/privacy/

▸Complies with European Union’s new “General Data Protection Regulation” 
(“GDPR”)

▸Effective May 25, 2018

▸ Identifies an SDLC “Data Protection Officer” for questions/concerns

▸DPO@smartdevicelink.com 

▸Discloses which Personally-Identifiable Information (“PII”) SDLC collects:

▸SDLC member information

▸SDLC conference registrants 20



SDLC PRIVACY POLICY
▸ Discloses how SDLC uses the PII it receives.

▸ For SDLC business only.

▸ No SDLC marketing, other than optional newsletter and event notifications.

▸ No third-party marketing.

▸ Discloses how SDLC maintains PII.

▸ Secured transmission and storage

▸ Discloses individual owner rights

▸ Right to modify your PII.

▸ Right to have your PII deleted.
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THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS?
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